
	

N O  G R E A T E R  L O V E  
COMMUNITY GROUP GUIDE 

	

	

This guide was written that we may exalt God’s love to its rightful place over all 
other claims of the world and culture. In order to get the most out of this guide 
and the community group discussion, take time to carefully read each verse 
provided, read the commentary, and respond to the personal reflection 
questions before coming to group. It is not a requirement by any means but 
rather the most beneficial practice.  

The personal and group questions are written with the inductive bible study 
method of observe-interpret-apply. We believe that the Scriptures are God’s 
Word speaking into our very lives. That is why we do more than just read; we 
interact with it and respond. The questions are not explicitly labeled by one of 
the four words because some of elements of more than one, but it is important to 
keep the goal in mind: 

Observe – What is Jesus saying? Take notes and write down any questions or 
comments without interpreting the meaning yet. Focus on context within the 
overall passage, structure, use of certain words, etc.  

Interpret – What does Jesus mean? This is the main thought or idea of the 
passage or verses, making sense of the observations.  

Apply – What is Jesus saying to me specifically and what am I going to do 
about it? Take the interpretation of the passage and determine how it applies to 
you. Then, respond in obedience. 	

	

	

	

	



	

THE IMAGE OF GOD 
	

Interact with the following Scriptures: Genesis 1:26-27; 5:1-2; 9:6; Psalm 17:15 

 

The Psalmist asks, “What is man that You remember him, the son of man that You look 
after him?” (Psalm 8:4) Today's culture does not take a high view of man, and answers 
to the question "What is man?" would vary, depending on whom you ask. But the 
biblical answer to this question is that men and women are created in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:26-27). Thus, to truly comprehend what it means to be human we must 
understand imago Dei, the image of God in man. 

That we are created in the image of God says something awesome about God in His 
creative purposes and the uniqueness of humans in God's grand design. But what does 
it mean? The theological challenge here is that the Bible does not define explicitly what 
it means that humanity is made in the image of God. Three authors provide theological 
direction for us. Wayne Grudem pointed out that the words used in Genesis 1:26-27, 
"image" (tselem) and "likeness" (demut) in the Hebrew "refer to something that is 
similar but not identical to the thing that it represents or is the 'image' of."1 Therefore, 
Genesis 1:26, "would have meant to the original readers, 'Let us make man to be like us 
and to represent us.'"2 Bruce Ware noted that "the image of God in man involves God's 
creation of divine representations (images of God) who, in relationship with God and 
each other, function to represent God (imaging God) in carrying out God's designated 
responsibilities."3 Anthony Hoekema wrote that the image of God "describes not just 
something that man has, but something man is."4 Building on these observations, a 
theological construct for imago Dei begins to crystallize. Several unique characteristics 
of humanity help us understand the meaning of the image of God in man. While the list 
is not exhaustive, five characteristics reflect imago Dei. 

• We are spiritual beings. We are created to represent and worship our God who 
is Spirit. Human beings are not merely material beings. When God created the first 
man, He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life (Genesis 2:7), making man a 
living soul and giving to him spiritual life. Only humans are able to relate to God in 
worship and communication. A vital component of this spiritual nature is 
immortality — human beings that will never cease to exist but will live forever.5 
 

• We are personal beings. We are created by a personal God, and our 
personhood reflects that aspect of God. He created humans with personality, as 
unique individuals with self-consciousness and purpose. While every man and 
woman share common characteristics, no two people are alike. Since each 



individual is stamped with the image of God, each human life has significance 
before God. 
 

• We are rational beings. God is a God of knowledge. While our knowledge is 
limited, God created us with the capacity to think, know, and learn. Christianity is 
not a mindless faith. Just the opposite. The intellectual aspect of imago Dei means 
that our minds are a vital part of how we are to love God (Matthew 22:37), that we 
are to cultivate our minds (Ephesians 4:23), and that we are to renew our minds 
for transformation (Romans 12:2) 
 

• We are emotional beings. We are made in the likeness of God who Himself is 
love. It is the emotive facet of our makeup that allows us to experience intimacy 
with those close to us, to feel compassion for others, and to know the deep awe of 
God that causes us to delight and find soul satisfaction in Him. 
 

• We are creative beings. God is the Creator. His glory is displayed in His 
creation. We have an insatiable desire to create, whether producing a piece of art, 
starting a business, or landscaping the yard. While our creativity is different from 
God's, who made everything from nothing, the linkage of the image of God in man 
in creation to the cultural mandate in Genesis 1:26-27 speaks to our creative 
responsibility. Nancy Pearcey observes that the first phrase, be fruitful and 
multiply, may mean: "to develop the social world: build families, churches, schools, 
cities, government, laws." She suggests the second phrase, subdue the earth, 
means: "to harness the natural world: plant crops, build bridges, design 
computers, and compose music. This passage … tells us that our original purpose 
was to create culture and build civilizations — nothing less."6 

A full-bodied view of imago Dei is an essential component of the biblical worldview. It 
informs our understanding of both the purposes of God for us and what it truly means 
to be human. In a culture that increasingly diminishes the value of man, concluding 
that the human is merely one more animal produced in a random evolutionary 
process, it is critical that Christians embrace the biblical account and treat others 
accordingly, both inside and outside the community of faith. 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

1. In short, how would you explain the doctrine of the Image of God?  

 

2. Starting in Genesis 1:26-27 and searching scripture: What does the Bible say 
about man and woman? Why were we created male and female? 

 



3. What is the theological importance of understanding the doctrine of The Image 
of God? 

 

GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. What you have learned from Scripture about the Image of God? 

 

2. What significance does this doctrine play in our everyday life? 

 

3. The Bible says that all man is made in God’s image (Gen 1:26-27) and that 
Christians are being conformed into the image of God the Son (Romans 8:29). 
How is it true that we are both made in and being conformed into the image of 
God? 

 

4. Read Psalm 17:15. What does this text say about God’s image in us and how we 
are to relate to God’s image? 

 

PRAYER 

Pray that we would recognize and love God’s image in all people, believer and 
unbeliever alike, and that this concept would permeate our thoughts and beliefs so that 
God’s image would shine brighter in us and in the people of our city.  
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YOUR WORTH IN CHRIST 
 

Interact with the following Scriptures: Psalm 18:19; Psalm 100:3; Isaiah 43:1 
 
 

The value of anything is determined by the person or people who find value in it. One 
person might cherish an item that another finds ugly or useless. A child will hold a 
raggedy old stuffed animal close and call it “mine”. The stuffed animal is immensely 
valuable to that child but undesirable to others. But its lack of desire by others has zero 
effect on its value to that child. Similarly, our true value as humans is determined by 
the One who finds us valuable, but we often look to other sources to determine our 
value.  

The Bible tells us that we are “his”; we are God’s. He finds us so valuable that he 
actually claims us and embraces us as his own! But our natural tendency is to look to 
other claims to determine our worthiness. This can be a claim or a lack of a claim 
(rejection) by someone else, including ourselves, which we use to determine that worth. 
If one has low self-esteem, they have low “self-worth” and are looking to themselves as 
the value determinant. Conversely, if one is arrogant, they value themselves too highly. 
We may latch onto another person’s opinion of us, such as a friend, family member, or 
maybe an organization or people group. If that person or those people embrace us, we 
feel good. We feel worthy. But if they reject us, even temporarily, it crushes our world. 
But the God of the universe loves us with a steadfast and everlasting love. He will 
never leave you nor forsake you. He has chosen you in spite of yourself. 

In fact, he values you so much that he paid an inconceivably high price in order to 
claim you as his own. You do not buy something that you do not find value in. You only 
pay a fortune for something you find immense value in. The higher the price, the 
higher the value. God values you so much that he paid the highest price that anyone 
has ever paid for anything ever. Jesus paid it all for you through his death on the 
cross. And we became HIS through that transaction. There was no other way for this 
transaction to take place. No other price would be enough to please the Father. But you 
were valuable enough for him to send His perfect Son to die. He considers you 
priceless. Be comforted and find rest in his true appraisal of you.  

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

1. What stands out to you about these texts? Write down any questions or 
comments you might have. 

 



 

2. What does the Scripture mean when it says we are “his” or when God calls us 
“mine”? 

 

3. Do you view yourself as “His” or do you identify with something else? Explain.  

 

GROUP QUESTIONS 

 

1. What is God’s opinion of your value to him right now? How do you know? 

 

2. What are some examples of how you measure your value apart from God? 

 

3. What are some examples of how our culture determines our value?  

 

4. What can we do to reject and no longer identify with all other measures of value 
and fully identify ourselves with God’s claim on us? 

 

PRAYER 

Pray that we would see and believe and help others see and believe that the only 
measure of value that matters at all is God’s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JUSTIFICATION  
 

Interact with the following Scriptures: Romans 1:17; Romans 3:21-26, Romans 
5:1; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:15-16 

It is true: mankind has royally screwed up, having grievously sinned against God, 
broken his commandments, and done all kinds of evil. Nevertheless, out of sheer grace, 
when mankind did not deserve anything but destruction, in love God sent his son Jesus 
to save mankind from their sin and make them right with God. If you are a Christian, 
this isn’t new news to you but rather something you are probably nodding your head 
agreeing with as you read. But what if someone were to ask you right now, “How do 
you think God views you right now? What do you think his attitude is toward you?” 
Followed by, “what can you do to change God’s opinion of you?”  How would you 
respond?  

Oftentimes, the issue is not what we say or know in our minds but it’s what we feel and 
experience in our hearts that sheds light on what we really believe. How you answer 
the above questions will say a lot about how you view God and how you view yourself. 
From an external observation of many Christians, it often seems like God is distant, 
perhaps angry, and definitely not interested in the desires of mankind. And Jesus is the 
guy who saves us from God and the only reason God loves us is because he loves Jesus. 
This view of God leads to believe that earth is some sort of holding place where we 
have to live with this shadow of guilt and shame until one day we die and get to go to 
heaven where Jesus will tell God to let you in because Jesus has forgiven you of all 
your sins. Justification is so much more than that.  

Imagine you had a few thousand dollars in debt in student loans and because of your 
current situation you are not able to pay off your debt, and you realize you are never 
going to be able to pay it off. Then one day, the bank calls you up and says your debt 
has been paid by someone, and you owe them nothing. You are ecstatic! This is great 
news right? (Answer: YES). But what if the bank calls you back and says, “Not only did 
this person pay your debt, but he also deposited 100 million dollars into your account.”  

This is the gospel, God loved you so he sent Jesus to pay your debt and forgive your 
sins. You couldn’t do it on your own; you know that, you tried. And not only are your 
sins forgiven upon faith in Jesus, you also receive Jesus’ perfection. Jesus’ perfect 
righteousness has been credited to your account. Christians are justified by faith in 
Jesus on the basis of Jesus’ righteousness not their own. Forgiveness is relatively easy 
for us to believe, but to be declared “right” before God when we were wrong, now that 
is something totally different. And it gets better; we are righteous now before God. The 
righteousness of Jesus has already been applied to our accounts if we have faith in 
Jesus.  

Christian, God is no longer mad at you. He is not in love with a future version of you; 
he is in love with you as you are today!  



 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

1. What did you observe from the above scriptures? 

 

2. What are these texts saying about justification? 

 

3. How do you view justification with respect to how it applies to you? 

 

4. As a result of what you read how will you respond? 

 

GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. What does it me that we are justified by faith in Jesus? 

 

2. Think about a time when you got into an argument with a friend or spouse 
because of your desire to be right. Why do you think you have such a strong 
desire to be right? 
 

3. How are you right with God? 

 

4. How does knowing that God is not longer mad at you, but is deeply in love with 
you as you are right now, change the way you view God? 

 

5. Does this change how you relate to God and others? Why or why not? 

 

PRAYER 

Take time to pray that you and your group would daily see how our justification frees 
us to be honest about ourselves. 



THE FATHER LOVES US 
 

Interact with the following Scriptures: John 1:9-13; Ephesians 1:3-14; Galatians 
4:4-7; 1 John 3:13 

The Bible teaches that man’s natural state is sinful rejection of our Creator (Romans 
3:10-12). We reject His right to lovingly rule over us and to show us what is good. And 
when we do that - when we choose sin instead of Him - we also invite the consequences 
of our sin. In the end, we choose separation from God, which is death.  

But God is merciful. We see the perfect example of His mercy in His son. Jesus left 
heaven to live among us, suffered alongside His creation, never sinned, and ultimately 
died the death we deserved to die for our sin. And in doing so, He gave us the right to 
become sons and daughters of God. 

We serve a God who gave His son to make His enemies into friends. And not just 
friends, but sons and daughters. He doesn't just forgive us and leave us alone. And 
what's incredible is that He planned this before the world was created (Ephesians 1:4). 
Even better than that, His plan was motivated by His love for us (v 4-5)!  

God doesn't adopt us as His children begrudgingly, but joyfully. We are not slaves, 
obligated to pay back the price of our freedom. Jesus paid it all - there is nothing left 
for us to do, except live in the new reality of our adoption. Our God has become our 
Father - and there is no greater love. 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

1. Take some time to read and think over the Scriptures and write down 
observations about the text. 

 

2. What is the significance of the metaphor of adoption or spiritual birth? How 
does this imagery differ from other metaphors for salvation? 

 

3. What is God's role in our adoption? How are the roles of God unique as 
expressed in the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit? 

 

 



4. Do you find yourself approaching God as a slave and not as a son or daughter? 
What does the Bible have to say about this? (If God were to speak to you about 
this, what do you think He would say?) 

 

GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. In what ways do children of God look different from the rest of the world? How 
do we live that out in a way that allows others to see Jesus? 

 

2. Ephesians 1 says that our adoption is designed to bring God glory. How do we 
glorify Him as His children? 

 

3. Do you find yourself approaching God as a slave and not as a son or daughter? 
What does the Bible have to say about this?  

 

4. Read 1 John 3:1-3 again. What do you think we will be like one day? What kind 
of hope does that give us? And what does it mean to purify ourselves in light of 
the future? 

 

PRAYER 

Pray that we would see God as our Father and respond to him as sons and daughters 
and not as slaves or orphans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOVE DEMONSTRATED THROUGH SACRIFICE 
 

Interact with the following Scriptures: 1 John 3:16-18; Ephesians 5:1-2; Romans 
5:8 

Love is demonstrated through sacrifice. When you give a gift to a loved one, you 
sacrifice money or resources to love that person. When you go to a friend at their time 
of need, you sacrifice your personal time and energies to love that friend.  If you go to 
rescue someone from a burning car, you sacrifice your personal safety to demonstrate 
your love for that person. If you take a bullet meant for someone else, you sacrifice 
your very life out of love. The level of sacrifice demonstrates the level and greatness of 
love expressed. The greatest love that any of us can demonstrate is sacrificing 
anything and everything they have at their disposal, namely, their lives. Sacrificing 
one’s life forfeits and offers everything: safety, relationships in this world, money, 
possessions, time on earth, and ultimately life on this earth. Some in our culture would 
falsely tell us that there are other demonstrations of love greater than this, such as 
leaving me alone to choose my own lifestyle, however destructive. But God’s word is 
very clear about the greatest love: “Greater love has on one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) The greatest love we as humans have at our 
disposal is to sacrifice our lives and die for someone.  

Jesus did this to the highest degree possible.  He sacrificed more than we could ever 
sacrifice because he had more to lose. His sacrifice did not begin at the cross; it 
culminated at the cross. His sacrifice began when he left his rightful place next to the 
Father. He left the highest, most exalted and all-satisfying place in the universe to 
endure utter humiliation, shame, mockery, and death. He left the most glorious and 
wonderful place that exists in all of reality next to the Father in order to put on flesh 
and endure the pains of a sin-infested world and then die on our behalf. This kind of 
love is inconceivable because no one even has the capability to love at such a level of 
sacrifice. No greater love has ever been demonstrated nor ever can be demonstrated 
than what Jesus demonstrated for sinners. Anything else that is exalted as a greater 
form of love makes a mockery of His sacrificial act. There is no greater love than in 
Him.  

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 

1. Read each Bible verse and write any observations.  

 

2. What does Jesus’ sacrifice mean for you? What does Jesus’ sacrifice mean to 
you? 



 

3. What are some false declarations of highest love that you may have bought into 
as greater than Christ’s love? 

 

GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. What does our culture say is the greatest love? 

 

2. Which declarations of “love” do we tend to latch onto or sway us most from 
God’s love? 

 

3. How can we respond to these false declarations of the greatest love? 

 

4. How can you reflect Jesus by demonstrating sacrificial love? 

 

PRAYER 

Pray that the group would have the strength to comprehend God’s love and would 
have the desire to fight the distorted assertions of love with the true act of love.  

 


